
MATURE ADULTS LEARNING ASSOCIATION (Inc) 
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Mandurah Performing Arts Centre 
 

Monday 8th January - Friday 12th January 2024 

9.15 am OPENING CEREMONY 

Professor Lyn Beazley AO, FAA, FTSE 

 

PROGRAMME Monday 8th January 

9.30 - 11.30 am 

Gordon Hall ESM 

Lisa Busuttil 

Bushfire – What You need to Know About Preparation and Response 
 
Knowledge of bushfires and their behaviour is a rapidly expanding field.  This 
presentation will look at the latest developments and understanding of these 
fires.  We will look at Maui (Hawaii) and what happened, an overview of the 
Peel and SW situation for the 23/24 fire season, types of fire and the hazards 

and risks, and how to prepare and be ahead of the game and survive. 
 
 
1.00 - 3.00 pm 

Prof Tony Hughes-d'Aeth 

Like Nothing on this Earth 
 
This talk explores how creative writers have described and recreated this 
significant Wheat Belt region of W.A. and the transformation of its 
landscape in the 20th Century. 
 

Professor Hughes-d’Aeth suggests that literature offers a dissenting or minority report of 
historical change.  
Individual writers create very personal impressions of what is happening around them, especially 
the environmental and social changes through which they are living. They are witnesses to 
historical change and their descriptions convey powerful personal emotions, in a way that 
historians and their books mostly do not. 
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Tuesday 9th January 
 
 
9.30 - 11.30 am 

Candice Meyer BA 

Waste Management and Minimisation 
 
Candice is passionate about engaging the community in better waste practices and 
understands that behaviour change based on scientific frameworks is an integral 
part in achieving this.  She recognises that household waste is the largest 
contributor to landfill for organics, textiles and plastic over any other industry and 
is committed to truly creating a sustainable future by lowering the waste that 

households generate. 
 
 
 
 
1.00 - 3.00 pm 

Associate Professor Judith Fisher 

Interactions between climate, biodiversity and people, solutions for the 
future. 
 
A rapid shift is occurring locally, regionally and globally on how the world views 
its future. Our most robust science identifies the need to consider both climate 
change and biodiversity, in particular its loss, in an interconnected manner, whilst 
considering positive impacts on society.  ‘Solutions’ which consider climate alone 

have often been shown to worsen the situation for the natural environment.  When making forward 
thinking decisions, interconnected approaches between climate, nature and people are the way 
forward.  Judy will introduce some key ideas, supported by the latest international science, on how 
we can move forward as a community to improve outcomes for the natural world and people during 
a period of rapid change. 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 10th January 
 
9.30 - 11.30 am 

Daniel Midgley 

Cool stuff the English language should have 
 
Like all languages, English is rich with words and wonderfully expressive. But 
how would English be if things had gone a bit differently?  What’s in the toolbox 
of other languages, and what would English look like with an upgrade?  Linguist 
Daniel Midgley gives a glimpse into the possibilities that language offers. 
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Wednesday 10th January con’t 
 
1.00 - 3.00 pm 

Josephine Muir PhD GAICD 

How to eat your way to better gut health 
 
Did you know that there are trillions of bacteria, viruses and fungi in and on your 
body?  You are literally walking around inside your own personal microbial 
cloud.  Like it or loathe it, more than half your body is bugs.   
On our skin, up our nose, in every nook and cranny, our bodies are covered in 

bacteria.  But what do we really know about the microbes living inside us? 
With all the buzz around the gut microbiome, it can be challenging to distinguish between scientific 
facts and marketing hype.  Today I’ll be giving you some practical tips, recipes and strategies so that 
you can eat your way to better gut health!  We’ll talk about the changes in our microbiome as we age 
and how increasing the diversity of our microbiota can assist the ageing process. 
 

Thursday 11th January 
9.30 - 11.30 am 

Dr David Thorne 

The Mystery of ‘Face Blindness’ 
 
Have you ever looked at a person and wondered, ‘Do I know you?’  Believe it or 
not, up to 1 in 50 are born with “Face Blindness” (prosopagnosia) which makes 
it challenging (in some cases even impossible) to recognise someone by their 
face! 
Former medical doctor and teacher of WA medical students, Dr David Thorne 
(retired) will explore the mysteries of this strange affliction and our new 

understanding of how and why face recognition is normally a critical but effortless skill for most of 
us to acquire. 
Recent technological developments have led to AI-driven face recognition which is becoming 
increasingly commonplace - at the international airport, at supermarkets and even at Bunnings; and 
then there’s your mobile phone which can unlock simply when it ‘sees’ your face! 
It can therefore be difficult for us to even comprehend that someone may not be able to recognize 
supposedly familiar faces!  So come along and, using mostly video interviews, hear personal 
accounts of what it’s like to struggle with prosopagnosia! 
 
1.00 - 3.00 pm 

Assoc. Prof. Kevin Vinsen 

Why we haven't found Aliens (yet) 
 
The search for extraterrestrial life, a question that has captivated human curiosity 
for centuries, is now at the forefront of scientific exploration.  This talk delves 
into the science behind this quest. We'll explore the conditions necessary for life, 
from extremophiles on Earth to potential habitats on celestial bodies like Mars and 
icy moons. We'll also discuss the Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence (SETI) 
and the strategies employed to detect signals from distant stars.  Space 

exploration's role in this endeavour, ethical considerations and recent missions further highlight the 
exciting possibilities and challenges of discovering life beyond Earth. Join us as we journey through 
the science of finding aliens and the profound implications it holds for humanity's understanding of 
the universe.  
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Friday 12th January 
 
 
9.30 - 11.30 am 

Assoc Professor Alexey Muraviev BA, PhD 
 
The Tragedy of Ukraine: The prospects of the ongoing war 
 
February 2024 will mark two years since Russia invaded Ukraine.  The prolonged 
Russia-West rivalry has now transformed into a quasi-open war over Ukraine with no 
clear victory in sight for either side.  In his presentation, Alexey will provide an overview 
of the war in Ukraine and the current state of play on the battlefield and beyond.  He will 
consider possible future courses of action by major actors involved in this conflict, 

including Vladimir Putin’s political future, and draw some preliminary conclusions on what key take-away 
lessons can be learned from the unfolding tragedy in Eastern Europe. 
 
 
 
1.00 - 3.00 pm 

Anthony Alborn 
 
The Genius of Electronics! 
 
Who was the real Nikola Tesla? This incredible man was born over 150 
years ago and yet today so many of the electrical items we use every day in 
our homes and work have components invented and designed by this man.  A 
man who changed the world with his thoughts and ideas!  The presentation 

includes video footage of people wearing Kevlar suits and transmitting 4 million volts from a Tesla 
coil!  Come on a journey of discovery as we look at the life and times and achievements of this true 
genius. 
 
 
 
3.00 pm - Close - followed by refreshments at Brewvino Bar overlooking the beautiful Mandurah estuary. 

 
BOOKINGS CAN BE MADE AT MANPAC BOOKING OFFICE PHONE: 95503900 

 
COST: $12.50 EACH LECTURE or $100.00 FOR ALL 10 LECTURES 

 
Peel MALA wishes to acknowledge the generous support of our sponsors. 

 
 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Summer School is presented by: 

Mature Adults Learning Association (Inc.) – Peel Branch 
PO Box 1791, Mandurah WA 6210 
www.mala.au, email: peel@mala.org.au 


