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Dr. Vicki Stokes     9 00 – 10 30 am  9 March – 6 April 

Native Birds and Their Habitats 
 

Over the 5-week course you will discover the fascinating world of birds in Western 
Australia, in all their magnificent diversity. See where and how they live, and the role they 
play in maintaining the health of our unique WA environment. Learn about the different 
groups of birds and pick up practical tips on how to identify them in different lectures 
focusing on the major groups of birds, like waterbirds and bush birds. The course will also 
equip you with knowledge about the threats to our feathered friends, how they are 
adapting to the modern world and how you can contribute to bird conservation through 
involvement in citizen science programs and habitat restoration projects. 
 
Dr Vicki Stokes works at the Birdlife Australia as the WA Program Manager 
 
Prof. Robert Mead  11 00– 12 30 pm   9 March – 6 April 

Crime Scene Investigation: Strengths and Pitfalls 
 

Careful collection and thorough analysis of evidence derived from a crime scene and from 
the victim is paramount in successfully solving a homicide. What needs to be established 
is when the crime occurred; where it occurred; how it occurred; what weapon (if any) was 
used and, most importantly, who was the perpetrator. Answers to these questions require 
a multidisciplinary approach often involving blood pattern analysis, forensic pathology, 
forensic entomology (insects), forensic odontology (teeth), forensic palynology (pollen), 
examination of hairs and fibres, fingerprint analysis and DNA profiling. Some of the 
methods employed involve subjective assessment by investigators and, as a consequence, 
experts for the prosecution and the defence often disagree with the interpretation of the 
information. Who does the jury believe? This series will provide an overview of the 
approaches used to establish the “when, where, how, what and who” and with reference 
to interesting case histories will explore inherent ambiguities in the methods, the potential 
for misinterpretation and the risk of wrongful conviction. 
Prof. Robert Mead is a Forensic Toxicologist who established the forensic degrees at 
Murdoch University. 
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Rhuwina Griffiths    1 30 – 3 00 pm  9 March – 6 April 

Let’s get going and write a life story 

This course looks at how to structure your writing, considers some of the benefits you may 
gain from writing about yourself, suggests ways to go about research and gives plenty of 
practical advice on the different elements that go into creating a good story.  There are 
opportunities to learn from published authors and practise what is covered in class.  The 
pivotal role that memory plays in life story writing is examined which leads onto the tricky 
question, “is what I’m writing true or false. 

Creative Writing  Tuesdays 9.30 am    Library Rooms 

Have you always wanted to write, but don’t know how to get started? 
The MALA Peel creative writing group is a self-activating group run by members for 
members. We welcome both experienced and aspiring writers who will have the 
opportunity to explore their own area of interest in a relaxed and supportive environment. 
As there is no paid lecturer, fees are minimal and consist of the MALA membership fee and 
a small fee to cover room hire. (Limited spaces) 
 
Dr Ronniet Orlando  9 00 – 10 30 am  4 May – 5 June (1 June public holiday) 
 

MUSIC FOR LIFE * 

Dr Ronniet Orlando  

Music is fundamental to our health and wellbeing. The mysteries of how this is so will 
unfold over five weeks, as we explore the power of music to touch our emotions, 
memories, stress levels, immune systems, and our sense of connection with others. Our 
journey will weave together the history of music, understanding the structures of music, 
and the bio psychophysiological impacts of both listening and active participation 
throughout the life span. Evidence from research, together with examples from a range of 
music genres, will help tell the story. Active participation and discussion will be encouraged 
throughout 

Ronniet is a violinist who completed her PhD in music psychology, following a career as an 
Occupational Therapist 
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 Prof. Charles Oxnard 11 00– 12 30 pm         4 May – 5 June (1 June public holiday) 
 

MEDICAL MATTERS 
 

Possible Talks:  
1. Is it all in the Family? Problems of Medical Genetics 
2. Heat, Light and Sound in Diagnosis and Treatment 
3. When Human Development goes Wrong 
4. Medicine and Travelling 
5. Not a Proper Doctor! 

 
Charles Oxnard: Superannuated Doctor and Scientist,  
Ex-Dean, Emeritus Professor, Octogenarian, (but hopefully still with it)   

 

Jim & June Barns   1 30 – 3 00 pm  4 May – 5 June (1 June public holiday) 
 

'EUROPEAN EXPANSION FROM THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY’   
 
In this five-week course we consider: 

1. Why Europe expanded. 
2. The Impact on India. 
3. The Impact on China. 
4. The Impact on Japan. 
5. The Impact on South East Asia. 

There is much in this course that will help members understand the world today. 
 

  

Nicholas Reynolds   9 00 – 10 30 am   29 June – 27 July 

FROM STRUGGLE CCOMES SUCCESS: A HISTORY OF MANDURAH AND THE PEEL REGION 

Join local museum curator Nicholas Reynolds on a journey through Mandurah’s history 
from the ancient geologic past through to the present day and beyond.  Beginning with the 
formation of the rivers and estuary that attracted Mandurah’s first settlers over 40,000 
years ago we will move on to the conditions in Europe that lead to the British settling WA in 
1829.  From there we will look at the progress and setbacks faced by those settlers as they 
went on to develop the Peel region that we know today. 
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Bill Cutler    11 00 – 12 30 pm  29 June – 27 July 

C Y O’CONNOR AND THE GOLDEN PIPELINE 

We will start with O’Connor’s early days, education, and family life in County Meath, Ireland.  

We will then look at what was happening in Western Australia under its first, Premier John Forrest, and how Forrest 
enticed O’Connor to the fledgling colony in what was to be a huge unimaginable works programme.  

We will do an exploration of the work and projects undertaken by the new Chief Engineer CY O’Connor, principally 
the impact of his great works in the eastern goldfields, and the establishment of the cities of Coolgardie and 
Kalgoorlie.   

This develops into the story of Western Australia’s first golden years of development, and the period when the state 
came of age in the 1890s and early 1900s. and the huge task of delivering a scheme to provide water to the 
Goldfields in the midst of so much interference and often unfair criticism from many corners. 

Much discussion will be raised by the circumstances surrounding O’Connor’s untimely suicide, the ongoing Royal 
Commission into allegations of corruption, and the outcome of all this. 

Finally, we will look at what has happened with the pipeline since the first flow of water to Kalgoorlie in 1903, and 
the next 100 years plus. 

Bill will support his talk with many pictures taken during the 1890’s and early 1900’s, showing life on the early 
eastern goldfields, and construction of the steam driven pumping stations and the pipeline. 

Bill was born on the pipeline at No 7 Pumping Station, Gilgai, and lived his early life and schooling as a pipeline kid. 
His father worked his entire life on three of the O’Connor built steam pumping stations, firstly as a fireman, and later 
a greaser.  Bill retired as a banker in 2002, and amongst other things became a volunteer tour guide with the 
National Trust, specifically looking after visitors to the Trust’s steam powered No 1 Pumping Station at Mundaring 
Weir. 

 

Michael McGhie    1 30 – 3 00 pm  29 June – 27 July 

AUSTRALIAN ART: FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE PRESENT DAY 
 

1. Explorers, Interlopers, Invaders. 
2. The Native Born 
3. Antipodeans verses Internationalists. 
4. Aboriginal the real Australian Art? 
5. Contemporary (Australian?) Art 

 
Michael McGhie.  Batchelor of Fine Art with First Class Honours UWA.  Twenty years 
lecturing in Art History and Theory including UWA.  Claremont School of Art, Central, 
Midland and Rockingham TAFE Colleges 
 


