E?MALA Mature Adults Learning Association (Inc.) - Perth

Q00 COURSES SCHEDULE - SEMESTER TWO 2025

PART A — 22 August - 19 September
Lincoln Schmitt Alan Harvey Fausto Butta
10:15am
to Human Genetics and You only have one brain - A History of Italian Food
:15am Darwinian Medicine Look after it! Culture
Daniel Franklin Neil O'sullivan Josh Tedjasaputra
11:45am . . . S
; Forensic anthropology An Introduction to Classic Al for All: Navigating
o
T and the study of human Mythology Technology in Diverse
:45pm .
P remains Communities

BREAK: 20 September to 9 October (no courses run during this time)

PART B - 10 October - 7 November
Vincent Emenyonu Bob Kucera Rochelle Steven

10:15 o

. am Our Shared Planet: Cop That! Opportunities for local

o
Challenges and Solutions communities and nature
1M:15am .
conservation
Stephen Shaw Marilyn Bennet-Chambers Eunice Sari

11:45am

to Forming Contracts Biomonitoring aquatic Creative Al Art, Music,
12:45pm ecosystems. Why? and Photography

We suggest you mark on this sheet the courses you enrol in as a reminder when classes start, as
MALA no longer sends out Confirmations of Enrolment.

PART A: 22 August - 19 September (5-week courses)

HUMAN GENETICS AND DARWINIAN MEDICINE 10:15am to 1:15am

*With Professor Lincoln Schmitt

Lincoln is Emeritus Professor at UWA where he was a Head of Department/School. He is a population geneticist
and biological anthropologist who retains an active research program.

This series will explore how genetics, evolution, and biological anthropology can help us make sense of
some big questions about human health and diversity. Topics include:

e Why do we get sick, and why do we age?

e If evolution is meant to improve us, why hasn't it made us healthier for longer?

e Why do humans look so different from one another—and what does that say about “race”?

e How do culture and diet shape our biology?

We'll introduce key ideas from human genetics and evolution without diving into chemistry, equations,
or complicated jargon. Instead, we'll focus on big-picture concepts and real-world examples, showing
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how our biology and culture work together to shape who we are.

No prior background is needed, and the direction of the discussion will be shaped by your questions
and interests, led by someone who might be the oldest fossil in the room!

YOU ONLY HAVE ONE BRAIN — LOOK AFTERIT! 10:15am to 1:15am

*With Professor Alan Harvey

Alan is UWA Emeritus Professor, Senior Honorary Fellow in Human Sciences, Conservatorium of Music, Perron
Institute, Lions Eye Institute.
This series of lectures begins by summarising important aspects of human brain anatomy and
physiology, and goes on to briefly discuss what happens when the brain is diseased or damaged. The
final lecture discusses changes associated with normal aging and possible ways of enhancing
cognition and memory.

e Week I: The human central nervous system — an introduction
e Week 2: Sensory systems

e Week 3: The control of movement

o Week 4: When it goes wrong; injury and plasticity

e Week b: Aging brains and lifestyle.

A HISTORY OF ITALIAN FOOD CULTURE 10:15am to 1:15am

*With Dr Fausto Butta
Fausto is a former history lecturer at UWA and Curtin, a published Italian historian, Italian tour organizer, language
teacher, and wood furniture restorer.

This course traces the evolution of Italian food culture from ancient roots to modern global influences.
It highlights Pellegrino Artusi's iconic cookbook and its role in shaping Italy’s culinary identity, while
exploring the rich stories, myths, and curiosities behind famous dishes. A special focus on Italy’s deep
connection with wine reveals its cultural and historical significance. Participants embark on an
engaging journey through the flavours and traditions that define Italian cuisine and its lasting
worldwide legacy.

e Week 1: History of Food in Italy: From Antiquity to Globalization

e Week 2: Pellegrino Artusi's Cookbook: A Culinary Journey (1891-1911)

e Week 3: History, Myths, and Fun Facts of Italian Food

e Week 4: A History of Wine in Italy

e Week 5: Wine Through Art: From Nature’s Gift to Human Expression.

FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY AND THE STUDY OF HUMAN REMAINS 11:45am to 12:45pm

*With Professor Daniel Franklin

Dan is a UWA professor and forensic anthropologist who specialises in skeletal identification and brings
enthusiasm and interactivity to teaching and research. .

This course will comprise five lectures from professionals active in the disciplines of forensic
anthropology and/or bioarchaeology. The course will comprise modules across the following topics:

¢ Week I: Human skeletal remains associated with the Batavia mutiny of 1629

e Week 2: The Campo Santo plague burial, Venice Italy - archaeological investigations 2015

to the present

e Week 3: The modern practice of forensic anthropology

e Week 4: Bioarchaeology of ancient Arabia

e Week 5: Forensic casework
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AN INTRODUCTION TO CLASSIC MYTHOLOGY 11:45am to 12:45pm

*With Dr. Neil O’Sullivan
Neil is a Senior Honorary Research Fellow at UWA, where he taught Classics & Ancient History 1986—-2024.

Greek mythology, later adopted and adapted by the Romans, remains one of the most enduring
influences on Western culture. This richly illustrated course explores key literary and visual sources,
tracing the origins of gods, humans, and the cosmos. It introduces the major Olympian deities and their
stories, while examining the role of heroes through the legendary figure of Hercules.

e Week 1: Historical & literary context of classical mythology
e Week 2: In the beginning 1: origins of the gods

e Week 3:In the beginning 2: origins of humans

o Week 4: Who's who on Olympus

e Week 5: Gods & mortals.

Al FOR ALL: NAVIGATING TECHNOLOGY IN DIVERSE COMMUNITIES 11:45am to 12:45pm

*With Josh Tedjasaputra
Josh Tedjasaputra - MSc, QPR, Al expert, delivers engaging, culturally relevant workshops for diverse audiences.

This five-part lecture series unpacks how Al is transforming life and work in multicultural communities
without the jargon. Aimed at non-experts, it explains how Al works, where it's being used (think
healthcare, education, hospitality), and how you can use everyday tools like chatbots and translation
apps. Each session combines hands-on mobile activities with open discussions, creating a practical,
inclusive space to learn, ask questions, and reflect. We'll also explore ethics, bias, and the role we all
play in shaping Al's future. Whether you're curious or cautious, this series is about building confidence
and digital know-how— you leave not just informed, but ready to engage.

Week 1: Al is Not Magic

Week 2: From Checkers to ChatGPT
Week 3: The Al Toolbox

Week 4: Beyond the Hype

Week 5: Shaping Our Future.

PART B: 10 October - 7 November (5-week courses)

OUR SHARED PLANET: CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS 10:15am to 11:15am

*With Vincent Emenyonu
Vincent is an environmental management expert with deep experience in compliance, advanced research, and
continuous improvement initiatives.

This course explores the vital links between human health and the environment. Learners will investigate
how factors like air quality and climate change affect daily life and communities. Through real-world
case studies and discussions, participants gain practical tools to make environmentally responsible
choices. Emphasizing actionable solutions, the course empowers individuals to become environmental
stewards while appreciating the ecological, economic, and social challenges of our interconnected
world.

e Week 1: What Is Environment?

e Week 2: The Connection Between Systems

e Week 3: Characterizing Environmental Threats

e Week 4: Global, National, and Local Environmental Protection
e Week 5: How Can | Help?
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COP THAT! 10:15am to 11:15am

*With Hon. Bob Kucera - APM JP
Bob Kucera is a highly decorated former police officer and two-term WA Government Minister. He is married to
Susan and is a proud father and grandfather.

“Cop That!” is a tongue-in-cheek account of a Ten Pound Taffy who grew up in post-war UK with a Welsh
mother and Czech father. After arriving in Australia in 1964, he joined the WA Police — the biggest police
district in the world. Rising from beat constable to Assistant Commissioner, he dealt with some of WA’s
most notorious crimes before entering Parliament in 2001. Over five weekly lectures, he reflects on a life
of policing, politics, and public service, from Fremantle’s streets to the front bench, with plenty of grit,
humour, and hard-earned insight.

e Week 1: “The Ten Pound Taffy” - Childhood in Wales, emigration, and joining the WA Police.

e Week 2: “From the Beat to Barker and Beyond” - Early policing years in Fremantle, Rottnest, and
Mount Barker.

e Week 3: “Sometimes You Meet Truly Evil People” - Decades in major crime, homicide, drugs, and
bombings.

e Week 4: “I Never Met a Kid Who Was Born Bad” - Youth crime, Churchill Fellowship, and global
policing lessons.

e Week 5: “From the Beat to the Front Bench” - Community policing reforms and life in State
Parliament.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND NATURE CONSERVATION 10:15am to 11:15am

*With Dr. Rochelle Stevens
Rochelle is a lecturer and conservation scientist at Murdoch University.

This series of talks explores how bird and wildlife watching have become key drivers in a growing
tourism industry focused on authentic and responsible nature experiences. I'll discuss how tourism can,
and should, minimise its impact on natural environments and local communities, especially in
developing regions, while highlighting the opportunities for sustainable and ethical tourism
development. Throughout, I'll share vivid images from Australia and around the world to illustrate how
investing in thoughtful destination products and infrastructure can benefit conservation and support
local livelihoods.

e Week 1: Exploring tourism in natural landscapes and habitats

e Week 2: Wildlife tourism — more than safaris and elephant riding

e Week 3: Key destinations in nature-based tourism globally and in Australia
e Week 4: Specialist wildlife tourism experiences — birds and beyond

e Week 5: Making nature-based tourism work for nature conservation

FORMING CONTRACTS 1M:45am to 12:45pm

*With Dr. Stephen Shaw

Stephen has taught law at Murdoch University for over 20 years and has previously presented MALA modules on
Evidence Law.

At the heart of our legal and social systems lies the contract. This course unpacks the key elements that
turn a simple agreement into a legally enforceable contract. Through clear, structured sessions,
learners will explore offer and acceptance, consideration, intention, capacity, and equity—gaining the
tools to recognise when a promise becomes a binding legal obligation.

e Week I: Introduction to Contract Law
e Week 2: Agreement: Offer and Acceptance
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e Week 3: Consideration: The Price of the Bargain
e Week 4: Intention, Capacity & Certainty
e Week 5: Estoppel and Equity.

BIOMONITORING AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS. WHY? 11:45am to 12:45pm
*With Marilyn Bennet-Chambers

Marilyn’s research interest is environmental toxicology - ecophysiology of trace metals in aquatic ecosystems.
Examined uptake pathways into organisms and impact on environment.

Environmental monitoring comes in various forms, each with its limitations and applicability. The
effectiveness of a monitoring program is heavily influenced by the social, political, and financial context
in which it operates, impacting its scope, resources, and overall goals. This course will examine the
following:

e Diverse forms and how they track changes in the ecosystem

e Limitations of different monitoring methodologies— strengths & weaknesses

e How political priorities, funding availability, and public perception can all influence the types of
monitoring that are prioritised and supported

e The difference in understanding you get between using simple physio-chemical sampling and
biomonitoring in an aquatic ecosystem for cadmium.

CREATIVE Al: ART, MUSIC, AND PHOTOGRAPHY 11:45am to 12:45pm
*With Dr. Eunice Sari

Eunice is CEO of UX Indonesia, has 20+ years in UX and digital transformation. She’s the first Asian female Google
Developer Expert in Product Design and Strategy, a UX community pioneer, mentor, and university lecturer in
Indonesia and Australia.

Explore how intuitive Al tools can unlock your creativity across art, music, and photography. This
interactive course guides you to create Al-generated artworks, compose original music, and enhance
digital photos — all without technical hurdles. Designed for lifelong learners, the sessions blend hands-
on practice, inspiration, and discussion, opening new pathways at the crossroads of creativity and
technology.

e Week 1: Discovering Al and Creative Expression

e Week 2: Creating Al Art and Poetry

e Week 3: Composing Music and Memoir Snippets

e Week 4: Enhancing Photos and Crafting Poetry

e Week b: Celebrating Creativity — Showcase and Reflection.

Please refer to next page for payment details and important information.
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