PEEL MATURE ADULTS LEARNING ASSOCIATION: SEMESTER 2 PART D 2025
enrol.peel@mala.au

11th August - 8th September 2025 09.00 am - 10.30 am Prof Alan Harvey

You Only Have One Brain - look after it!

This series of lectures begins by summarising important aspects of human brain anatomy and physiology and goes
on to briefly discuss what happens when the brain is diseased or damaged. The final lecture discusses changes
associated with normal aging and possible ways of enhancing cognition and memory.

Lecture 1: The human central nervous system — an introduction
Lecture 2: Sensory systems

Lecture 3: The control of movement

Lecture 4: When it goes wrong; injury and plasticity

Lecture 5: Ageing brains and lifestyle

Alan Harvey was educated at the University of Cambridge and Australian National University (PhD in
neurophysiology) and moved to UWA in 1984. He is an Emeritus Professor and Senior Honorary Research Fellow in
the School of Human Sciences and Conservatorium of Music at UWA. He is an Honorary Senior Research Fellow at the
Perron Institute and Lions Eye Institute, and Board Member of the Neurological Council of WA. Post-retirement, his
research and writing has focused more on music, asking why humans evolved and respond to music as well as
language. He currently sings with WASO Chorus and Perth Symphonic Chorus.

11th August - 8t September 2025 11.00 am - 12.30 pm Daniel Midgley

What Makes Language Work

With his usual humour and enthusiasm, Daniel will help us to question how we have come to use the English
language. Why do we talk about a FREE GIFT or 3am IN THE MORNING? Why isn’t language more efficient? Why do
we get ON a bus, but IN a car? Why is doing the washing different from doing the washing UP? And should you get
OFF OF a train, or just get OFF? Strawberries don’t grow in straw. Pineapples aren’t pines or apples. And what even is
SUPPER? We’'ll be looking at the surprising history of the words we use for food, and how they’ve travelled. What's
an irregular verb, and why do we have them? Shouldn't they have all gone away or something by now? Nope, they're
probably here to stay, and we're even making new ones. Irregular verbs are an important part of the history of
English. Language has changed a lot since the time of Shakespeare. How do we know what Shakespeare’s language
was like and would he have had trouble understanding us?

Daniel Midgley is a linguist, and host of the Because Language podcast. He is the presenter of the Speakeasy on ABC
Radio Perth 720, and the Polish a Word segment on ABC Radio Adelaide.

11t August - 8t September 2025 1.30 pm - 3.00 pm Dr Jasmine Day

Mummies, Myths and Magic in Ancient Egypt

Explore the ancient Egyptian view of death, from beliefs about the soul and the afterlife to mummification, amulets
and coffin design. Discover how and why mummies were made and the latest surprising discoveries about the process.
This series features spectacular original photographs of Egyptian museum collections worldwide plus handling of real
ancient amulets (Contains images of human remains).

Dr Jasmine Day, anthropologist and Egyptologist, is an expert on mummymania and Egyptian mummies, and the
author of The Mummy'’s Curse: Mummymania in the English-speaking World. She appeared in TV’s Egypt’s
Unexplained Files. Dr Day is President of The Ancient Egypt Society of Western Australia Inc.



PEEL MATURE ADULTS LEARNING ASSOCIATION: SEMESTER 2 PART E 2025
enrol.peel@mala.au

6th October - 311 November 2025 09.00 am - 10.30 am Dr Claire Pannell

Being a Polymath is Awesome!

Leonardo Da Vinci was a polymath. He was a painter, engineer, scientist, sculptor, architect, and more. In this series,
Claire will explain why she has aspired to be a polymath while exploring the benefits of lifelong learning and
creativity to our mental and physical health. Claire will talk about some of her inspirations for creativity, Foley artists,
the slinky and how modern and experimental musicians use these sound effects, plants and sound, and automata as
fun and useless inventions. We will discuss why it’s never too late to learn and try new things, and why it doesn’t
matter if you don’t succeed. It’s the journey that matters, not the outcome.

Dr Claire Pannell is a STEAM educator, visual artist and musician. She started her adult life as a research scientist with
an honours degree from UWA and later a PhD from Massey University in New Zealand. She is CEO (Creative
Excitement Officer) of her business called SciTEAM, former manager at Scitech, Buzz Dance Theatre, City of
Joondalup, WA Ballet, Battery Dance Company (New York) and Creative Sounds (NZ). She has won a WAMI music
awards twice for Best Experimental Musician, a West Australian Dance Award for Contributions to the Dance
Community and Best recreation facility for youth in New Zealand.

6th October — 314 November 2025 11.00 am - 12.30 pm Dr Wenjing Bai

Culture and Society in Contemporary China

This course is designed to provide an in-depth exploration of the key social and cultural dynamics that define
contemporary China. We will examine a range of critical issues, such as the impact of rapid economic development
on social life and the environment, the evolving landscape of rural China, the distinctive patterns of urbanization and
the implications of increased mobility and migration. Through a combination of lectures, discussions, and case
studies, this course aims to equip students with a critical understanding of the complex social and cultural forces
that are shaping modern China. It coincides with the groundbreaking Terracotta Warriors exhibition at the WA
museum.

Dr Wenjing Bai is a scholar specializing in Chinese Studies at UWA. She holds a PhD and has been teaching at
universities for several years. Her research fields include political and social changes in contemporary China, as well
as the rich cultural heritage of the Qing dynasty. She has published academic papers in these areas and is dedicated
to helping students grasp the unique characteristics of Chinese society and culture.

6th October — 314 November 2025  1.30 pm - 3.00 pm Dr Kevin Smythe

Inside the United Arab Emirates - from ancient forts and castles to
modern nation-state

This course looks at the history and development of the modern Gulf state of the UAE using the ancient forts and
castles as reminders of the desert tribes’ unique and fascinating past. In 1971, the seven Gulf Emirates including
Dubai and Abu Dhabi, combined to form a new confederation, underwritten by oil and gas wealth, while still
respecting the traditions of religion, family and Arab culture. Each Emirate will be analyzed from the locus of local
culture, the fort or castle that is the home of the Sheikh, his family and his defensive and survival strategy. Each
“Emir” still rules from his fort. Learn how the most sparsely populated fishing and pearling villages transformed into
a modern pluralistic and western influenced society.

Dr Kevin Smythe Lived in the UAE for 15 years and has worked in the UAE armed forces, Zayed University and the Abu
Dhabi government. Prior to this he was an officer in the RAAF. In retirement Kevin completed a PhD researching
Qantas Catalina Seaplanes during WW2. He speaks several Asian languages and is the Australian head of the
International Commission of Military History.



