
 
MATURE ADULTS LEARNING ASSOCIATION (Inc) 

Peel Branch 
 

10th Annual Summer School 
 

Patron: Professor Lyn Beazley AO, FAA, FTSE 
 

Mandurah Performing Arts Centre 
 

Monday 12th January - Friday 16th January 2026 

 
 

PROGRAMME 
 

9.15 am OPENING CEREMONY 

Professor Lyn Beazley AO, FAA, FTSE 
 

 
Monday 12th January 

 
9.30 - 11.30 am 

Gabriel McMahon - “The Modern Chinese Orchestra: A conduit for 
intercultural musical collaborations” 
 
Chinese traditional instruments represent one of the world’s oldest continuous 
musical practices, with roots tracing back to 40,000 BCE. This presentation offers a 
historical overview of their development and use in both solo and ensemble settings 
across China. It then explores the rise of the modern Chinese Orchestra, its formation 
of a national sound, and its evolving relationship with Western musical frameworks. 
Finally, the presentation examines key instances of Sino-Western intercultural 

collaboration within Australia, highlighting how these exchanges shape contemporary performance 
practices and contribute to broader conversations around cultural identity, tradition and innovation in 
music. 
 
 

1.00 - 3.00 pm 

Emeritus Professor Martyn French - “A History of HIV/AIDS in Western 
Australia and Beyond” 
 
Since the first description of AIDS, and HIV as the cause, in the early 1980s, Royal 
Perth Hospital has been at the forefront of research to define disease mechanisms and 
establish treatments, which have changed the outlook for people with HIV from 
almost certain death to a near-normal life expectancy. This remarkable achievement 
of modern medicine will be outlined in my talk. 
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Tuesday 13th January 
9.30 - 11.30 am 

Robert Wroth BVSc, MAgricSc - “Wetland Rehabilitation: A Case Study, 
and Work in Progress” 
 
Speaking as a foundation member of the Friends of Lake McLarty, formed in 
2014, I will summarise rationale for, and activities carried out to restore Lake 
McLarty, including the diversion of fresh water and replanting of native flora. As 
Lake McLarty is a significant shorebird and migratory bird habitat, I will diverge a 
little to talk about the birds and vegetation of the reserve and other aspects of this 
important local ecosystem.  

 
 
 
1.00 - 3.00 pm 

Dr. Steve Shaw - “A Short Introduction to Legal Costs” 
 
Litigation is expensive. You can spend a lot of money enforcing your rights. 
Lawyers and their clients fall out about money quite regularly, and courts have 
developed a body of costs law to deal with those disputes. Additionally, as 
Australia is a ‘loser pay’ jurisdiction, there is further law in relation to what a 
losing litigant must pay the winner. This lecture will provide an overview of costs 
law in Australia.  You will be introduced to the rules that come into play when a 

lawyer takes money from a client. You will learn how clients can challenge their lawyer’s bill. You will 
also learn how our courts deal with costs that a losing litigant is ordered to pay to a winning litigant.   

 
Wednesday 14th January 

9.30 - 11.30 am 

Rory O’Brien BA - “Tracing Human Evolution Through Earth’s History” 
 
The lecture examines known facts of the history of the Earth and the formation of 
the oceans and land. All life on Earth started in the ocean and as it grew in 
sophistication migrated to the land. Somehow life survived extinctions from ice 
ages, volcanoes, asteroids, tsunamis and plate tectonics. In relatively recent times   
scientific discoveries revealed that Homo sapiens is directly related to all other life. 
Even more recently with the discoveries of DNA and Chromosomes humans have 
been able to date hominid finds and work out patterns of human migration. Homo 

sapiens may be the most intelligent of the hominid species but does not always use this intelligence 
wisely. 
 

1.00 - 3.00 pm 

Yumi Tan BPharm, P.Grad Dip Clin Pharm -Be Prepared, Stay Safe: Prevent 
poisoning in your home” 
 
Everyday items in your home could have the potential to be dangerous. From the 
cleaning products under your sink to medications in your cabinet, accidental 
poisonings can happen in seconds. That’s where your local Poisons Information 
Centre comes in. Available 24/7, Poisons Centres provide fast, expert advice for any 
poisoning concern or emergency. Whether it’s a medication mix-up, chemical 
exposure or accidental ingestion, trained experts are just a phone call away. 
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Wednesday 14th January cont. 
 

Most poisonings happen at home and most are preventable. Knowing the risks and taking simple steps, 
like clearly labelling containers, safely storing medications, keeping dangerous products stored 
appropriately and reading warning labels prior to use can make all the difference.  
Come join us to learn about how a Poisons Centre operates, and learn about common household poisons, 
poisoning prevention, with discussions on real poisoning cases. 
Let’s work together to keep our homes safe and our families healthy. 
 

 
Thursday 15th January 

9.30 - 11.30 am 

Associate Professor Kevin Vinsen - “Net Zero: Sounds easy if you say it fast 
enough” 
 
A frank and funny unpacking of climate targets, technology and political spin 
“Net zero by 2050”. It’s the kind of slogan that sounds simple, hopeful and just far 
enough away to avoid too many hard questions. But behind the buzzwords lies a 
messy, often uncomfortable reality. The clock is ticking, the technology is complex, 
the political promises are, at best, optimistic. 
In this talk, Kevin takes a clear-eyed, irreverent and humorous look at what net zero 
actually means, the good, the bad, the wildly unrealistic and the absolute balderdash. 

He’ll unpack the science, explain the technologies (without the glossy brochures) and reveal where 
political spin too often replaces real action. 
From hydrogen and carbon capture to renewable energy, electrification and lifestyle shifts, Kevin explores 
what it will really take to build a sustainable future. This isn’t about doom and gloom, it’s about honesty, 
practicality, and refusing to give up on the idea of leaving a liveable planet for our children and 
grandchildren. 
Net zero may sound easy when you say it fast enough. Making it real is a far bigger, but not impossible 
task. It will need political will, serious money and, perhaps hardest of all, a genuine shift in our attitudes. 
 

1.00 - 3.00 pm 
 

Associate Professor Sally Thompson - “Future Oases: Protecting Western 
Australia’s biodiversity in a drying climate” 
 
Western Australia is one of the world’s most biodiverse places, in spite of 
experiencing highly variable rainfall and summers of tremendous water 
scarcity.  Water availability is the main feature driving the health of our ecosystems, 
and where they occur.  Although Western Australia’s ecosystems are exceptional at 
coping with variations in water availability, we are increasingly worried about 
whether they can cope with the ongoing heating and drying of our climate.  What 

are the options available to us as Western Australians to protect our amazing legacy of biodiversity?  
Sally will explore with you a set of different management options available to slow the pace and reduce 
the extremes of water-driven ecosystem change, sharing examples of where similar solutions have been 
applied before.  She will conclude by considering a vision for the Perth - Peel region as an “Oasis City” 
where, with bold leadership and investment in water management, climate change impacts can be 
managed to protect biodiversity and improve everyone’s wellbeing. 
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Friday 16th January 
 

9.30 - 11.30 am 

Associate Professor Alexey D. Muraviev - “The 50th Anniversary of the Soyuz-
Apollo Space Mission: Whether space can once again become an arena for 
international cooperation or a future battlespace” 
 
The first international partnership in space wasn’t the current International Space 
Station (ISS).  It wasn’t even the Shuttle-Mir series of missions.  It was the Apollo-
Soyuz Test Project (ASTP), the first international human spaceflight.  
On July 15, 1975, an Apollo spacecraft launched carrying a crew of three astronauts 

and docked two days later, on July 17, with a Soyuz spacecraft and its crew of two cosmonauts.  
The objective was to develop a common docking system that would allow spacecraft from different 
countries to rendezvous and dock in space. The ultimate goal though was to test the feasibility of joint 
space missions and to establish a basis for future cooperation in space exploration. Why not have peace 
treaties in space? 
 
 
1.00 - 3.00 pm 

Professor Costas Stathopoulos - “Food Waste Utilisation” 
 
Current trends indicate that Food Waste and Food Losses are a major issue impacting 
sustainable food production and hampering food security. Current estimates indicate 
approximately 30% of the food produced globally is either lost or wasted, and this 
practice is unsustainable especially in view of the expected rise in global population 
to 10 billion by 2050. Researchers around the globe have embarked in efforts to 
address these issues. Costas will present several examples of utilisation of food waste, 

generating impact at the social, economic and environmental levels. 
 

3.00 pm - Close - followed by refreshments in the Foyer overlooking the beautiful Mandurah estuary  

BOOKINGS CAN BE MADE AT MANPAC BOOKING OFFICE, ONLINE: WWW.MANPAC.COM.AU 

 OR PHONE: 9550 3900 

 
COST: $12.50 EACH LECTURE or $100.00 FOR ALL 10 LECTURES 

 
Peel MALA wishes to acknowledge the generous support of our sponsors. 

 
 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Summer School is presented by: 

Mature Adults Learning Association (Inc.) – Peel Branch 
PO Box 1791, Mandurah WA 6210 

Website www.mala.au   email: SummerSchool@mala.au 


