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9th March - 13t April 2026 09.00 am - 10.30 am Peel CLS team

Legal Issues - Part 2

Back by popular demand, the team from Peel Community Legal Services (PCLS) will present and discuss another five
key legal issues affecting older Western Australians today. In the first two lectures, lawyer Damien will examine the
disturbing topic of Domestic Violence and the increasingly recognised criminal offence of Coercive Control. He will
discuss, not only the definition of these terms, but the practicalities of stopping these behaviours before they lead to
tragic consequences. His colleague, Kim, will next look into the thorny issue of Grandparents Rights. Do
Grandparents even have rights in WA? We also welcome Vicki back to revisit tenancy laws in WA including the rights
and responsibilities of both tenants and landlords. Finally, the course will round up with some detailed and practical
advice to help us all plan for a socially and financially untroubled future.

Peel Community Legal Services (PCLS) is an initiative of the State Government facilitated the establishment of a fully
funded Community Legal Service for the Peel Region in Mandurah in July 2004. Peel Community Legal Services
currently provides services which range from general legal advice, community legal education and advocacy to law
reform opportunities on behalf of communities in the Peel region. Building on the work of the formerly volunteer
based service, Peel Community Legal Services have established a base for their services which includes an outreach
service to the broader Peel region in such areas as Pinjarra and Waroona.

9th March - 13t April 2026 11.00 am - 12.30 pm Prof Martyn French

Viruses and the Immune System

Diseases caused by virus infections, and how they can be prevented by vaccination, are frequently covered in the
news media. However, this topic is also subject to a large amount of misinformation and disinformation, particularly
on social media platforms. This lecture series will help people to understand more about virus infections and the
immune responses that control them. Special emphasis will be placed on viruses that cause disease by evolving
mechanisms to evade immune defences. Key examples will include influenza viruses, coronaviruses (which cause
COVID-19), Epstein-Barr virus (the cause of several cancers and autoimmune diseases) and human
immunodeficiency virus (the cause of AIDS).

Prof Martyn French is a retired Clinical Immunologist who graduated from the University of Sheffield and undertook
post-graduate training in Sheffield and Perth before being appointed to the staff of Royal Perth Hospital (RPH) in
1986. He undertook clinical and laboratory practice at RPH for over 30 years during which time he also held academic
appointments at the University of Western Australia and contributed to numerous research, teaching and education
activities. He has a particular interest in infection and immunity and played a leading role in the response to the
HIV/AIDS epidemic at a state, national and international level.

9th March - 13t April 2026 1.30 pm - 03.00 pm Prof Kevin Vinsen

The Latest and Greatest Frontiers in Science and Technology

Join us for a five-week journey through the most exciting new discoveries and innovations in astronomy, medicine,
artificial intelligence, green technologies, and physics. Designed for the curious, this course offers a fast-paced and
accessible look at how science and technology are transforming our world right now.

Prof Kevin Vinsen is a Senior Research Fellow at the International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research (ICRAR)
whose work spans astronomy, artificial intelligence, real-time weather forecasting, and honey traceability. He
thrives on making complex science clear, fun, and relevant for all audiences.
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4th May - 8t June 2026 09.00 am - 10.30 am Rev Alexander Scutt

A Walk Through Music History - Leg 2

A treat for all music lovers, the second leg of Alex’s amazing walk will pick up where we left off; the Romantic Period.
After reacquainting ourselves with Schubert, we leave the 19" century to enter the turbulent 20%". Here we will
encounter the worlds of Jazz, Musicals, and Film soundtracks. Far from just light entertainment, discover how being
a writer of film music requires self-discipline and split-second timing, as well as a talent for memorable melodies and
sound effects. We'll end our walk heading back into Notre Dame, where our first leg began, but with a mobile phone
in place of a walking stick and the latest in music for video!

Born and raised in Perth, at an early age Alexander learnt to play the piano, the recorder and, later, the organ. At
UWA he developed a strong interest in Baroque performance before graduating from the WA School of Music.
Through the 1990s Alex lived mainly in Melbourne where his musical life was concentrated around community
theatre and Anglican church life. Now settled in Mandurah, he is the accompanist with the Mandurah City Choral
Society, an Anglican priest, enthusiastic gardener and walker. At the drop of a hat, will quote from Gilbert and
Sullivan or Flanders and Swann!

4th May - 8% June 2026 11.00 am - 12.30 pm Dr Kevin Smythe

Australia Under Attack - Mystery Catalinas of WW2

On 19 February 1942 Japanese bombs fell on mainland Australia. The port and city of Darwin suffered two
devastating attacks by over 188 Japanese aircraft that day, and over the next twenty months northern Australia
endured almost a hundred air raids. In this course, Kevin unlocks the mystery surrounding the secret deployment of
amphibious Catalina “flying boats” by Qantas airline founders. The seaplanes’ 271 flights across the Indian Ocean,
flying in radio silence and using star navigation, avoided detection by the Japanese even as they patrolled right next
to the Catalinas’ flight paths. For an insight into WA’s role in the War in the Pacific, the birth of Qantas, and the
creation of a post-war legacy for our region, don’t miss this compelling story.

Dr Kevin Smythe is a former RAAF operations and intelligence officer who later worked as a military adviser in the
Middle East. His research and subsequent PhD from Curtin University have made him a leading authority on this
important chapter in Perth and Western Australia’s history and wartime achievements.

4th May - 8% June 2026 1.30 pm - 03.00 pm John Macdonald

Children of the Mist - The Scottish Highlanders

Scottish Highlander history is defined by a unique clan system, a warrior tradition, and involvement in political
uprisings that ultimately led to dramatic cultural suppression and mass emigration. In this course, John takes us back
to the ancient highlands to explore the social history and way of life of these Highlanders. Hear about the formation
of the clans and the era of clan warfare, known as “the forays”. Finally, learn of the death of this way of life, the
clearances that followed and how the Highlanders’ intimate knowledge of the terrain of the glens and their seeming
ability to vanish into the mist and fog gave rise to the evocative nickname, “Children of the Mist”.

John Macdonald spent over ten years in the Royal Navy, followed by 32 years lecturing in TAFE. Since retirement, he
has completed a Bachelor of Arts in History at Murdoch University. He lectures often at MALA and U3A as well as
other organisations. His major interest lies in Naval and Military History, especially the Royal Navy 1793 to 1815, and
British Military History 1837 to 1901.
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29t June - 27t July 2026 09.00 am - 10.30 am Prof. Brian Evans

A Simple Guide to Technology and Analytics

This lecture course is for those of us who really don’t understand technology. It explains complex things like
automated character recognition in a straightforward and simple way, and explains their applications. It finishes with
how home appliances work, which are useful for when next you go shopping for a microwave or TV.

Week 1: Simple explanations of why Al, 4G or 5G, LED or QLED TV, and how 3D images are made.

Week 2: Pattern recognition and how we use them in everyday shopping.

Week 3: Predicting future data (like sports or shooting for the moon).

Week 4: Most common sensors we use, automation and simulation.

Week 5: Technology of household appliances and the future.

Prof. Brian Evans - was Head of Geophysics and petroleum engineering at Curtin, and enjoys explaining technology in
simple terms.

29t June - 27t July 2026 11.00 am - 12.30 pm The Hon Bob Kucera

From the Beat to the Bench

This course serialises the remarkable transition of one man’s career at the sharper end of public service in WA.
Starting Australian life as a “ten-pound Taffy”, Bob Kucera migrated to this country from Wales in the 1960s to join
the WA Police Force as a young Constable. His story is peppered with anecdotes collected over some 35 years, 20 of
which were as a detective investigating some of our state’s most notorious crimes. Weaving in commentary on the
evolution of policing in Western Australia, he presents a personal perspective on crime, criminals and the justice
system. Although this will be more of a personal account than an academic treatise, it will address current and
perennial issues such as the clash with first nations people and immigration.

The Hon Bob Kucera has worked as a detective and as a Winston Churchill Fellow in police jurisdictions across the
world. During this time, he was awarded an Australian Police Medal. Rising to the rank of Assistant Commissioner, he
retired in 2000 to pursue a major career change by entering Western Australian State Politics. In the 2001 State
Election, he contested and won the seat of Yokine/Mount Lawley. He is also a WA Justice of the Peace.

29t June - 27t July 2026 1.30 pm - 03.00 pm Dr Nigel Radford

Out of the Fiery Furnace - the role of metals in human evolution

Throughout our history, approximately one third of all energy created and used by human beings has gone into
smelting and fashioning metallic objects. What have we got for that investment? How did the use of metals evolve,
and why? We will look at the advance from Stone Age to Bronze Age, to Iron Age, and into the modern age of light
metals.

Dr Nigel Radford is a professional mineral explorer who remains fascinated by geology. Having studied at the
Universities of Leeds and Leicester in the UK, Nigel is highly regarded internationally by research scientist colleagues
and is regarded as a visionary geologist by his peers. In 2008 he was the recipient of the Butt-Smith Medal for
Outstanding and Sustained Research Excellence in Geoscience.



