
PEEL MATURE ADULTS LEARNING ASSOCIATION: SEMESTER 2 PART E 2026 
enrol.peel@mala.au  

 
12th October – 9th November   09.00 am – 10.30 am   Rev Alex Scutt 
 

A Walk Through Music History – Leg 3 
 
On this, the third leg of our walk, Alex will take us away from the classics of the romantic era and introduce us to 
more vernacular music. Vernacular music is often informal, made, or internalized by the everyday person, not the 
haute culture of the opera house or the classical arrangements made by trained artists. It represents a vibrant 
tapestry of cultural expression, shaped by the unique experiences and traditions of specific communities. This can be 
compared to the classical music of the early twentieth century i.e. modern music in the classical tradition. Music, like 
the other arts, does not occur in a vacuum. Changes brought on by advances in science, and inventions resulting 
from these advances, affected composers and heralded the arrival of jazz and popular music from the late 19th 
century onwards. 
Born and raised in Perth, at an early age Alex learnt to play the piano, the recorder and, later, the organ. At 
UWA he developed a strong interest in Baroque performance before graduating from the WA School of Music. 
He is the accompanist with the Mandurah City Choral Society, an Anglican priest, enthusiastic gardener and walker. 
 
12th October – 9th November  11.00 am - 12.30 pm  The CFA Team 
 

Forensic Death Investigations Through the Ages 
 

This course introduces the disciplines of forensic anthropology and archaeological practice, while also exploring 
applied casework and sharing field-based experiences from diverse contexts across the globe. Three lecturers from 
UWA will discuss the role of the Centre for Forensic Anthropology (CFA)  in forensic casework, bioarchaeological 
investigation, and humanitarian identification. They will also explain archaeological and geophysical approaches to 
the search for, and recovery of human remains. 
Dr Ambika Flavel has worked as an archaeologist, anthropologist and forensic consultant, primarily in locating and 
excavating clandestine graves and analysing human remains for identification and repatriation. Dr Zuzana Obertová 
is a researcher with projects on trauma dating, age estimation and identification of living persons and Dr Lauren 
Swift served as Field Director of the Bioarchaeology in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (BAKSAU) project which focused 
on the recovery and analysis of human skeletal remains from ancient funerary structures. 
  
 
12th October – 9th November  1.30 pm - 03.00 pm  Alison Cook 
 

The Australian Red Cross - At Work for Australia 
 
The International Red Cross (Red Crescent in the Muslim world) has had a long and distinguished presence in Europe 
and Asia. Born in 1863, after Swiss businessman Henry Dunant witnessed the horrific aftermath of the 1859 Battle of 
Solferino, his campaign created neutral relief societies for wounded soldiers, leading to the first Geneva Convention 
and this global humanitarian movement.  Although many of us have donated money or fundraised for this respected 
charity, you may be surprised to know about the work the Australian Red Cross does here at home. This course will 
explain the how the Australian Red Cross works right here for us and our fellow Australians in disaster recovery, 
trauma support, reuniting families, and increasing public understanding of the needs of our newest Australians. 
Alison Cook, from the WA branch of the Australian Red Cross is a Senior Project Officer in Migration Support 
Programs. She is an educator promoting understanding of the role of the Red Cross in modern Australia, debunking 
some of the myths and disinformation surrounding refugee status and humanitarian aid, and has a particular interest 
in the “In Search of Safety” program. Now she and some of her front-line colleagues will show us what this 
organisation has to offer to all of us here in WA. As said, you may find some of their work, and what they have to say, 
surprising. 


