
Peel MALA invites you all to another big day out in Perth 
during the second semester of our 2026 Program

Minerals, Mining and Mystery 
Flying Boats of Matilda Bay 

Saturday 19th September 2026

This exceptional day will include:

 • 8.30 am pick-up and comfortable coach transport from the municipal car park, Leslie Street, 
Mandurah to the University of Western Australia.
 • Morning tea break at the Quobba Gnarning Cafe at UWA (own expense).
 • Two hours at the Edward de Courcy Earth Sciences Museum, UWA.
 • Transport from UWA to lunch (own expense) at the Bayside Kitchen Cafe with its panoramic views 
over Matilda Bay.
 • Optional afternoon stroll along the bay to the memorial to Kevin's beloved Catalinas.
 • Transport back to the municipal car park, Leslie Street, Mandurah.

Your friends and family are most welcome to join us as guests, as are members of our sister branch in Perth. 
We are pleased to offer all of this for a very reasonable cost of only $35 per person for MALA members,  or 
$45 for non- members. Anyone wishing to become a member can apply using the enrolment form attached. 
Joining MALA not only offers the discounted price but but will put you on our e-mail list for information 
about future Semester, Summer School and social activities. 

We wish to acknowledge and thank Professor Annette George, Head of the Department of 
Earth and Oceans, UWA for her kind support in making this excellent day possible.

To register, please email enrol.peel@mala.au using the subject heading, "UWA Trip" and 
forward your payment using the bank details on our enrolment form. You can also register 
and pay at Madora Bay Hall on Mondays. Be quick. This day is not to be missed!

Accompanied throughout by two of our expert Peel MALA lecturers, 
Nigel Radford and Dr Kevin Smythe

“Like a child in a sweet shop”, is how Nigel Radford described his reaction to UWA’s Earth Sciences Museum. Now we 
can all join our own MALA gem of a retired geologist on an exploration of this unique collection of over 183,000 
registered specimens of minerals, rocks, fossils, and meteorites from around the world. These collections reflect over 
a century of research by the University’s Geology Department since 1913. Here you can enjoy rare experiences such 
as touching a meteorite, and handling some of Western Australia’s unusual minerals.

In the wake of Nigel’s popular courses on Plate Tectonics and Metals and Mankind, he will be on hand to clarify many 
of the Geological mysteries that have puzzled researchers and academics throughout human history. On this journey 
over the last 4.5 billion years, you can
 Revisit Earth’s planetary evolution with a self-guided tour of the Museum.
 Interact with hand-picked examples of the most remarkable specimens from the collection gallery.
 Ask all your unanswered questions about WA’s major mineral, energy and groundwater resources.

In the afternoon, Kevin Smythe, military historian, will take over to accompany us on a stroll along the shore of 
beautiful Matilda Bay to tell us more about WA's  amazing Catalina Flying Boats.  Hear how, once moored in this now 
idyllic setting,, these aircraft played a key role in Australia's Air Defences against the Japanese during  WWII.


